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PRESENT 

Chairman 
Paul Entwistle 
Councillors:
Pauline Bamber
Maureen Entwistle   
Matthew Greaves





Daniel Guise

John Green

Martin Stewart
County and City Councillors: Councillor Stephen Thompson, Councillor Susan Whittam, Councillor Stephen Whittam
Mr Dave Mills (Parish Clerk)

18 members of the public as detailed on the attendance log.

1 APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillor Barry Probin. 
2 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
25/26 047 The Parish Council approved the minutes of the meeting on 28th July and the Chairman signed the minutes as a true record.
3 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND TO CONSIDER ANY WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
Councillors Paul and Maureen Entwistle declared an interest in item 13 as they are on the Committee for Catforth Village Hall.

Councillor Pauline Bamber declared an interest in item 14 as her husband is a member of the Parocial Church Council for Woodplumpton Parish Church.
4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
A number of issues were raised by the public as follows:

East Irish Sea Project – One of the proposed routes for the onshore cables could affect Catforth.  

Councillor Sue Whittam has forwarded the information which indicates that 2 routes onshore to the grid connection at Penwortham are being considered. The northern route runs through the parish to the West of Catforth.  Woodplumpton Parish Council is a statutory consultee in relation to this development. 
The council will need to consider how it should respond to the proposals.

Catforth Traffic Calming Consultations

The public noted that these consultation sessions are in progress and have been well received.  After discussions later in the meeting the Parish Council concluded that it should target a date of 31 October to complete the consultations, with the recommendations for the scheme design being produced in November.

Canal Bridge 31

It was noted that the bridge has been damaged again and that due to the very frequent issues with damage to the bridge the Canal and River Trust were delaying repair until action was taken by LCC Highways to prevent future damage.

Councillor Guise informed the meeting that he had seen an email from LCC Highways which indicated that they would install traffic calming measures to prevent frequent damage to the bridge.  This additional work would extend the road closure until at lease January 2026.
SPIDs Catforth Road

The public noted that a large number of respondents at the Catforth Traffic calming Consultations were in agreement with the suggestion to install SPIDs on Catforth Road.  They asked whether this could be done early rather than waiting for the implementation of the full scheme.

The Council agreed that once the consultation is complete they would consider the early implementation of elements that were not contentious and do not require complex design or approvals.

30mph Roundals on Hoyles Lane

It was noted that some roundals have now been completed with more to be completed now that the United Utilities works have been completed.
Ribbleswood Bridge

The replacement of the Ribbleswood Bridge has not yet been completed by Preston City Council.  Councillor John Green will chase this up.

Withdrawal of PROW funding by Preston City Council

It was noted that PCC no longer provide any funding for work on PROW undertaken by any Parish Councils.  This is a cost saving measure by PCC, with responsibility for the maintenance of PROWs sitting with the relevant landowners.

Concern was expressed that if the Parish Council ceased to maintain PROWs then they would become overgrown and unusable.

Woodplumpton Village Fete
The public provided a vote of thanks to the organisers of the Woodplumpton Village Fete which was a great day in the village and very well attended by both villagers and people from the surrounding area.
5 ORCHARD PLAY AREA

Councillor Bamber met with members of the Preston City Council Parks team along with Councillor Stephen Thompson to progress the project.  After the meeting PCC have produced an updated plan of the proposed development, which notably includes the use of the large field at the rear of the orchard Playing Field.

25/26 048 It was agreed that the next step is to further develop the plans to the point where Councillor Bamber is able to apply for grants to support the cost of the desired improvements.

6 COMMUNICATIONS POLICY AND FACEBOOK PAGE
25/26 049 The Council endorsed the draft communications policy subject to the an amendment requiring any contentious facebook posts to be approved by the whole council before posting.

25/26 050 The Council endorsed the proposal for the Parish Council to have a facebook page.
7 CANAL BRIDGE 31
It was noted that the bridge has been damaged again and that due to the very frequent issues with damage to the bridge the Canal and River Trust were delaying repair until action was taken by LCC Highways to prevent future damage.

25/26 051 the Council agreed that representations should be made on behalf of the Council to LCC highways to take the action necessary to allow the bridge to be repaired.

8 2025/26 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 1st July – 31th July and 1 August – 31 August 2025
25/26 052 The Chairman verified that the financial accounts and bank statements have been reconciled, and signed copies.
The End of August Balances were:

Current Account    £42,298.78
CCLA Account      £450,000
9 QUARTER 1 OUTTURN
25/26 053 Councillors Endorsed the Quarter 1 Financial Outturn and projection for year end.

It was noted that:
1. Income is likely to run in line with budget
2. Spending is likely to run well within budget, with a projected saving of £12,000-17,000
The main source of the saving is that the additional litter picking on the East West Link Road that was budgeted has not been undertaken and we have not used any contingency.
10 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS since 28 July 2025
25/26 054 Members noted and approved the following accounts already paid after the July meeting in accordance with Standing Order 15 (b) xii  
	DETAILS
	PAYEE
	AMOUNT
	REF

	May payments Prior to Meeting
	
	

	Unity Trust Service Charge
	Unity Trust
	£7.95
	Ref 55

	Website August
	Easy Websites
	£33.00
	DD

	Lengthsman Weeks 15-18
	Lengthsman
	£1520.00
	Ref 56

	Community Garden July
	Lengthsman
	£300.00
	Ref 57

	Lengthsman Garden Materials July
	Lengthsman
	£6.49
	Ref 58

	Traffic Tubes in Eaves
	CTS Traffic and Transport
	£600.00
	Ref 59

	Viking Order Envelopes and Labels
	VIKING 
	52.12
	Ref 60

	Pension Contribution August
	NEST
	81.07
	Ref 61

	Clerk Salary August
	Clerk
	929.02
	Ref 62

	PAYE August
	HMRC
	702.81
	Ref 63

	Employer NI August
	HMRC
	189.17
	Ref 64

	Community Garden August
	Lengthsman
	300.00
	Ref 65

	Lengthsman Weeks 19-22
	Lengthsman
	1520.00
	Ref 66

	Unity Trust Service Charge
	Unity Trust
	7.95
	Ref 67

	Card Statement August
(£478.50 stamps for newsletter)
	Unity Trust
	481.50
	Ref 68

	Power Bill Xmas Lights
	Npower
	53.43
	Ref 69

	
	
	
	


11 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS

25/26 055 Members approved the following accounts for payment 
	Pension contributions clerk Sept 2025
	£68.11
	DD
	Ref 70

	Clerk Salary Sept 2025
	£836.82
	BACs
	Ref 71

	HMRC PAYE Sept 2025
	£617.19
	BACs
	Ref 72

	Employer National Insurance July 2025
	£161.39
	BACs
	Ref 73

	Rental Of Catforth Village Hall for Consultations (6, 13, 27 August, 3 Sept)
	£200.00
	BACs
	Ref 74

	Parish Rooms Rental 15 Sept
	£50.00
	BACs
	Ref 75

	Newsletter Printing
	£326.45
	BACs
	Ref 76

	Audit Fee PKF Littlejohn
	£504.00
	BACs
	Ref 77

	Viking Order Pads/Paper
	£51.50
	BACs
	Ref 78

	Viking Order Envelopes
	£37.13
	BACs
	Ref 79

	Viking Order Envelopes
	£37.73
	BACs
	Ref 80


12 FUNDING FOR PROW WORK

Confirmation was received at the meeting that LCC have removed the department responsible for PROWs, therefore we will not receive any payment for the maintenance of PROWs in the future.  The view was expressed that this is not something that we expect to change going forward as the maintenance of PROWs is actually the responsibility of the landowner in law, therefore the county council would not assume the cost.

The Parish Council has 2 options as follows:

1. Continue maintaining PROWs at our own cost.

2. Cease maintaining the PROWs, acknowledging that they will become overgrown and impassable, with landowners unlikely to step in, with little chance of enforcement.

25/26 056 The Council resolved to continue maintaining PROWs at our own cost.
13 REQUEST FOR FUNDING FROM CATFORTH TODDLER GROUP

The operator of the Catforth Toddler Group presented the reasons for their application to the Council.  The council agreed that this was a good cause that benefits a range of members of the local community.  The Council confirmed that it would be willing to consider further requests from this group in the future should it be required.
25/26 057 The Council resolved to make a donation of £500 to the Catforth Toddler Group for the purchase of toys.
14 REQUEST FOR FUNDING FROM ST ANNES CHURCH WOODPLUMPTON

The Councillors struggled to understand the scope of work covered by the request, the basis of the quotation and the reason that the church was seeking funding from the parish Council rather than using its own resources.  As no one representing the church attended the meeting these issues could not be resolved.

The council therefore asked that further information is provided by the Church or a member of the Parochial Church Council attends the next meeting to answer questions.

15 ATTENDANCE AT THE PAC MEETING

Councillor Maureen Entwistle Informing the council that she was unable to attend this meeting because of holidays, therefore another Councillor could attend in her place.  Councillor Daniel Guise agreed that he would attend in her place.  The meeting is on 24th September at 7.00pm at the Toll Bar Café.
16 PLANNING APPLICATIONS BEFORE COUNCIL 
25/26 058 Members considered and approved the attached delegated comments for July/August 2025. 
The possibility that there may be a step change in the level of CIL payments going forward was considered by the council.

There are 2 drivers for the potential step change as follows:

1. The approval of the neighbourhood plan allows the Council to receive 25% of the CIL paid to PCC without a cap.

Without a neighbourhood plan in place the Council receives 15% of the CIL paid to PCC capped at £100 per dwelling in the Parish per year (an annual cap of ~£250,000)

2. Historically PCC has received a large portion of the benefit from housebuilders in the form of Section 106 commitments.  Going forward it is proposed that the majority of the benefit is received through CIL payments.

25/26 059 The Clerk was actioned to investigate the potential change and report back to the Council.
17 CIL PROJECTS

The Parish Council has 3 long term larger projects in the pipeline but with no certainty about when they can be delivered and no agreement from PCC that money can be held beyond the 5 year timeline, as follows:

1. Linear Park (no progress reported from PCC for a number of months)
The Clerk was actioned to seek an urgent meeting with PCC regarding the linear park.
2. The Orchard Play Area – Actively being Worked on.

3. Hayfield Park Play Area – Actively being worked on.
The working group has received new information about the ownership of the play area, which will be considered.

Consideration of other Options
SPIDS on the East West Link Road
The Clerk has liaised with Paul Connell (LCC Road Safety Officer) and concluded that the deployment of 3 SPIDs on the East West Link Road would be useful to advise drivers of their speed and encourage compliance with the limits. 
The Cost for 3 SPIDs on the East West Link Road including the installation of Posts by LCC and the purchase and installation of Solar Powered SPIDs would be approximately £10,500 plus VAT.
The council were happy with the 3 locations that were identified in the proposal, but questioned why no SPIDs were proposed on the 2 long straight stretches of road from Sandy lane to Tabley Lane and to the East of Mayflower Drive.  Notably these are the locations used by the police for speed traps.
It was agreed that the Clerk would seek further seek further clarification from Paul Connell before making a decision on the purchase of SPIDs for William Young Way.
25/26 060 The Council resolved to pursue the purchase of bins to be located by the Bus Stops on Tag Lane and on Moorside Lane.

25/26 061 The Council resolved to ask the Lengthsman what effort would be needed to carry out a “tidy up” on Moorside Lane.
18 BENCHES ALONG THE CANAL

Agreement has been reached with the Canal and River Trust that 4 benches can be installed on the towpath, but no progress has yet been made on the installation.

19 UPDATE ON ISSUES FOR INFORMATION
The Clerk informed the Council that the 2024/25 financial audit has now been successfully completed, documents will now be placed on the Website.
Refurbishment of the Canal Towpaths was suggested as a potential CIL Project.

The Council wished to provide a vote of thanks to the organisers of the Woodplumpton and Catforth Fete, which was a great event..
20 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Members are requested to note that the next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday 20th October 2025 at 7.00 in the Parish Rooms. 
END
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